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Date March 14,2017 Location Observation Bank of Xisha Islands, South China Sea Photographer Yu Kongjian

The rich resources of the Xisha Islands located in the South China Sea have long been
coveted for their economic benefits rather than their beauty and landscape services,
which can be easily accessed without damaging the coral to cut the reefs for gorgeous
pearls and delicious seafood, or invading the habitats of seabirds and sea turtles to
declare the ownership of human beings. The landscape services of the islands can

be experienced and enjoyed through their spiritual, cultural, and social wealth. In
developing practicable industries in the beautiful Xisha Islands, nothing will be more

valuable than nurturing love and the Beautiful China dream.
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ABSTRACT

The Xisha Islands in the South China Sea have
long been rich and beautiful in natural resources.
However, after the author’s recent visits to the
islands, it was observed that the islands have
seen a coral damage and a loss of biodiversity.
Meanwhile, the marine life and mineral deposits
have been plundered for material gains.
Preserving the beauty and landscape services of
the islands should be the most important to their
future, rather than economic benefits. Nurturing
love and the Beautiful China dream on these
islands will worth more than developing industries
such as fishing and marine ranching.
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It has been my honor to be invited to visit the Xisha Islands in southern China in both March 2017
and January 2019. In offering advice on the islands’ industrial development and planning, it was
also a rare opportunity for me to explore the islands and shoals in more detail. I am already looking
forward to a third visit to the islands, where those islands and shoals scattering in the sea thousands
of miles away are fairylands to me. Even the passing pleasure and satisfaction provided by the

landscape services far outweigh the time and expense of travel.

The Beautiful Xisha Islands in the textbook for my third year of primary school first inspired my
desire to the islands. The beauty and fertility of the islands depicted in the text are still impressed:
colorful and magnificent seawater, a variety of corals that attracted fishes, strange seashells, sea
turtles that could not run away as they were turned over by fishermen, seabird eggs filled the
islands, and thick seabird droppings. The text ends with an expectation that the Xisha Islands will
be more beautiful and fertile, which is exactly a dream of Beautiful China — Although still found
in textbooks, now it has been renamed The Fertile Xisha Islands™, which for me could not fit into
the text.

Having had knowledge of the islands for nearly five decades, I was overwhelmed and thrilled by

the true beauty of the islands once arriving there. At the same time, a shocking amount of the coral
and fish had died, significantly differing from the beauty and fertility described in the textbook.
According to local experts, it was caused by illegal fishing that used cyanides, capture of giant clams
living among the coral reefs, and the imbalance of marine life — the triton’s trumpet (Charonia
tritonis) had been overfished while the crown-of-thorns starfish (Acanthaster planci) had multiplied
excessively and killed large amounts of coral. On the remaining soft beaches, also absent were the
sea turtles, seabird eggs, and thick seabird droppings. During the World War 11, the seabird droppings
were collected and shipped to Japan for phosphorus. After that, the Xisha Islands have suffered from

intensive exploitation of marine life and mineral resources.

However, few of the visitors or groups come for the beauty and the landscape services here, which
can be easily accessed. The landscape services of the islands can be experienced and enjoyed through
their spiritual, cultural, and social wealth, without damaging the coral to cut the reefs for gorgeous
pearls and delicious seafood, or invading the habitats of seabirds and sea turtles to declare the
ownership of human beings. The value of fish as food can never be worth the same as its ornamental

value, pleasure, and artistic inspiration arisen by those swimming through the coral.

Therefore, when asked by the local officials who warmly invited me to visit the islands about how
marine industries such as fishing, marine ranching, artwork manufacturing, and fish specimen making
could be further developed, I responded proudly that there was nothing more valuable than nurturing

love and Beautiful China dream.
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