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EDITORIAL

The proposal of Linear Landscape is not to delimit a concept, but to draw highlights. It would be barely
meaningful if the understanding is restricted to a flat view of point-line-plane, for “line” is merely a
component element. With increased urban fragmentation in the contemporary society, people either
focus on the integrated development and orientation for urban regions or drum for those peculiar and
stunning single buildings. Much less attention is paid to the connective linear elements. Meanwhile, as
a cross-disciplinal yet relatively independent profession, landscape architecture treats “linear” in a way
in accordance with its own disciplinary characteristic. Therefore, “linear landscape” turns into a perfect
perspective to interpret the relationships between human and land, man and society.

The “linear landscapes” concerned in this issue are chiefly large scale landscapes in linear or belt regions.
It is still at the exploration phase for the classification of linear landscape in terms of both its theory and
practice and it can be differently classified, such as according to its scale or function. Nevertheless, linear
landscape is widely recognized as a comprehensive landscape to link multiple functions and elements,
integrating ecological restoration and heritage protection with recreation. In addition, a variety of concepts
stem from different classification, such as Greenway, Heritage Corridor, and Trail, which lay special
emphases on either natural or cultural aspects while mutually interacting with and impacting each other.
Although the concept of linear landscape is broad and wide, it is important to conduct independent
research on this topic. Linear elements such as urban roads and rivers, etc. are the key components of
linear landscape designing, but they are not the whole design. “Besides the elements mentioned above,
there are many other extensions for linear landscape, such as the cultural context and mutual impact
with the surrounding environment along the line and so on. Pure planning for roads and rivers can not
substitute for linear landscape planning. It requires specific planning design. ”

In this issue, thus, we can see the project of urban corridor planning for Houston, U.S. , with simple
and clear analysis and illustrations, which won the ASLA 2009 Analysis and Planning Honor Award. The
jury applauded it for, “so many great implications well beyond Houston”. And the extensive greenway
networks of Tsukuba Science City and Kohoku New Town are two typical cases of planning for new towns
and greenways in Japan. What's more, the Graduate School of Architecture Landscape, Peking University
has done a great deal of research on linear landscape in the past 10 years, including the research on the
Grand Canal and the water systems of various cities. The most important value of the research is that
it directly benefits others by providing great support for carrying on follow-up protection planning and
specific projects.

In sum, linear landscape is by no means proposed merely as a stunt, but in hope to stimulate the
awareness and thoughts of designers and the public as well as people who are concerned for our
environment.(Translated by Jin QIAN. Proofread by Mingyan ZHOU)



